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2009 London Jazz Festival triumphs
“The London Jazz Festival demonstrates what a broad and dynamic church 
21st century jazz is. There’s Indo-Jazz, hip-hop jazz, jazz metal, jazz-classical – 
you name it, the London Jazz Festival’s got it.” Robert Shore, Metro
This year the London Jazz Festival in association with BBC Radio 3 raised its game once again, re-affirming its place as a vital part of the UK’s cultural calendar. For ten days the Festival welcomed world-class artists to London’s concert halls and clubs, presenting international stars and fresh new talent from the UK’s own burgeoning scene. Record audiences visited more venues than ever before, showcasing jazz right across the city. An unprecedented number of sold out shows and a multitude of 4 and 5 star reviews, happy artists and happy audiences made for a hugely successful 2009 Festival.
“Each night, the Festival presents contrasting headliners at the Barbican or Southbank and a host of supports in London’s network of clubs and smaller concert halls.” Mike Hobart, Financial Times
From huge sold-out shows to intimate free gigs, the Festival has excelled in delivering jazz to a diverse mix of audiences. The Festival has seen performances from over 700 artists, in 52 venues, with over 250 gigs and over 600 hours of music. Free events accounted for a quarter of the total programme, enabling a huge number of people to enjoy the outstanding selection of events on offer.
“Organisers have this year taken the music to all corners of the city, including Walthamstow, Newham and Tower Hamlets.” Jack Massarik, Evening Standard
Thanks to support from the Mayor of London the Festival has travelled further across the city taking its programme into 17 boroughs - from Croydon to Barnet, and Walthamstow to Richmond-upon-Thames – resulting in the Festival’s furthest-reaching programme to date. Festival on the Move saw vocal stars Naturally 7, Brass Jaw and pianist Zoe Rahman perform in multiple venues across the capital. 
This year’s Festival achieved record box office sales. The concert programmes at Southbank Centre and Barbican drew sell out audiences every night. Clubs also experienced fantastic turn outs with Ronnie Scott’s, PizzaExpress, Spice of Life and the Vortex among others having to turn audiences away.

Commissions, collaborations, premieres and residencies are at the heart of the Festival. This year specially conceived events included the opening night celebration Jazz Voice, which was part of the EFG International Excellence Series:
“Start with a bang, they always say, and the organisers of the 2009 London Jazz Festival certainly achieved that objective. Jazz Voice, the Barbican’s opening-night cavalcade of nine singers and a 40-piece orchestra, got the crowd’s juices flowing immediately. The wisdom and originality of Sheila Jordan and Kurt Elling stood out but top man was trumpeter Guy Barker, who conducted and arranged almost the entire two-hour show.” Jack Massarik, Evening Standard
The peerless Dame Cleo Laine and Sir John Dankworth created a beguiling new programme for the Festival, with Dame Cleo’s astonishing voice featured amongst new arrangements and a specially formed ensemble – and despite recent illness, Sir John defied the doctors to play a beautifully crafted solo on Duke Ellington’s Tonight I Shall Sleep, bringing a packed Festival Hall to its feet. 
Other commissions and premieres included Alan Barnes’ celebration of jazz icon Benny Goodman on what would have been his 100th birthday, Jay Phelps and Michael Mwenso giving their personal take on the history of jazz, ECM pianist Stefano Bollani’s residency at Kings Place and Bill Frisell and Mike Gibbs’ collaboration with the BBC Symphony Orchestra.
“Composer Mike Gibbs's Festival appearance surely made him part of the week's most unusual trio. In Collage for a Day, a much-anticipated Festival highlight, Gibbs created a sumptuous yet flexible orchestral setting for some of Frisell's classic themes”. Earlier in the week, a shoebox space in a Kentish Town pub represented the kind of heartening contrast the London Jazz Festival always offers. The Gibbs-influenced pianist/composer Hans Koller had led a classy big band there on Tuesday, with the room rammed.” John Fordham, The Guardian

This year’s programme included a number of international partnerships, with an intensive Polish season – including a sold-out concert by the iconic trumpeter Tomasz Stanko – as part of Polska! Year; UK debut performances by artists from Catalunya, Estonia and France’s Orchestre National de Jazz; an abundance of  British music from Cleveland Watkiss’ 50th birthday celebration, supported by the British Council and PRS Foundation; and the “Scottish jazz scene further raised its high credit rating” (John Fordham, The Guardian) in a wide-ranging series supported by the Scottish Arts Council. It wasn’t just international artists; the British Council’s support also enabled more international festival organisations and producers to visit the London Jazz Festival than ever before.
The London Jazz Festival aims to enable as many people as possible to experience and enjoy jazz. It recognises the value of offering opportunities  for new audiences, especially young people, to engage with the music. Working with musicians who are both exceptional performers and dedicated music educators the Festival created a range of participatory activities across London, including workshops led by beat boxer and rapper Napoleon Maddox and jazz vocalist Cleveland Watkiss. The Festival’s New Audiences initiative gave the opportunity to over 200 young people from schools and community groups across London to enjoy the amazing vocal group Naturally 7 through its subsided ticket programme, while a number of aspiring jazz journalists learnt the tricks of the trade on the Write Stuff course, in partnership with Jazzwise.

For Festival goers more generally there were plenty of chances to get more involved and learn about the music, from the popular talks series, Hear Me Talkin’ To Ya, featuring Festival stars including Branford Marsalis and Vijay Iyer through to masterclasses from leading musicians John Surman and Sheila Jordan. Meanwhile John Hegley’s family show at the Barbican and Napoleon Maddox at artsdepot provided entertainment for the whole family. 
Thanks to the ongoing partnership with BBC Radio 3, the Festival reaches national and world-wide audiences through some 30 hours of exclusive concert broadcasts on air and through expanded online activity that enables the Festival audience to interact with the Festival, live and direct. The Festival extends its warm thanks to its many partners and supporters, without whom the event would not be possible, including Arts Council England, Decca, City Inn and Chivas Regal.
“When it comes to sheer extravagant profusion, the London Jazz Festival rivals the Proms. The variety of music on offer is staggering, ranging from hardcore free jazz in little out-of-the-way clubs to big-name stars in headline venues.” Ivan Hewett, The Daily Telegraph

Below is a selection of 4 and 5 star reviews that ran across the Festival:

Jazz Voice and Sonny Rollins, part of the EFG International Excellence Series/ Evening Standard

http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/music/review-23770137-a-party-made-for-legends-at-london-jazz-festival.do
Jazz Voice and Sonny Rollins, part of the EFG International Excellence Series / Guardian
http://www.guardian.co.uk/music/2009/nov/15/sonny-rollins-jazz-voice-review
Tomasz Stanko / Guardian 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/music/2009/nov/16/tomasz-stanko-review
Robert Glasper and Marcus Roberts / Financial Times
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/f3318e42-d531-11de-81ee-00144feabdc0.html
Carla Bley / Guardian
http://www.guardian.co.uk/music/2009/nov/19/carla-bley-review
Carla Bley / Telegraph

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/classicalconcertreviews/6599518/Carla-Bley-Festival-Hall-review.html
Chick Corea/Bela Fleck and Robert Glasper / Guardian 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/music/2009/nov/17/chick-corea-bela-fleck-robert-glasper
Marcus Roberts / Times 

http://entertainment.timesonline.co.uk/tol/arts_and_entertainment/music/live_reviews/article6921908.ece
Tomasz Stanko / Arts Desk

http://www.theartsdesk.com/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=534:tomasz-stanko-quintet-qeh&Itemid=27 

Melody Gardot / Times

http://entertainment.timesonline.co.uk/tol/arts_and_entertainment/music/live_reviews/article6918859.ece
Bill Frisell, Mike Gibbs and BBC Symphony Orchestra

http://www.guardian.co.uk/music/2009/nov/20/bill-frisell-mike-gibbs-bbcso
Cleo Laine and John Dankworth part of the EFG International Excellence Series / Guardian

http://www.guardian.co.uk/music/2009/nov/22/john-dankworth-cleo-laine-review
Stefano Bollani / Times
http://entertainment.timesonline.co.uk/tol/arts_and_entertainment/music/live_reviews/article6925423.ece
Esperanza Spalding/ Evening Standard
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/music/review-23773548-esperanza-spalding-a-bright-hope-on-the-double-bass.do
For all London Jazz Festival press enquiries please contact:
Lucinda Hilbery

Serious

020 7324 1880 / lucinda.hilbery@serious.org.uk
or

Jaime Strang 

Amazing Media 
0207 2928860 / Jaime@amazingmedia.co.uk
Notes to Editors:

The London Jazz Festival in association with BBC Radio 3 is produced by Serious 

www.londonjazzfestival.org.uk
www.serious.org.uk
www.bbc.co.uk/radio3
Future dates for the London Jazz Festival

Friday 12 to Sunday 21 November 2010

Friday 11 to Sunday 20 November 2011

Friday 9 to Sunday 18 November 2012
BBC Radio 3 Festival broadcasts
NOVEMBER 2009

24, November 2009

BBC Radio 3, Afternoon on 3, 2.00pm

Bill Frisell, Mike Gibbs and the BBC Symphony Orchestra at the Barbican

(Recorded 19 Nov)

30, November 2009

BBC Radio 3, Jazz on 3, 11.15pm

Joel Harrison at the Vortex

(Recorded 19 Nov)

DECEMBER 2009

7, December 2009

BBC Radio 3, Jazz on 3, 11.15pm

Helge Lien trio at PizzaExpress Jazz Club

(Recorded 20 Nov)

13, December 2009

BBC Radio 3, Discovering Music, 5.00pm

Alyn Shipton introduces a tribute to Benny Goodman at the BBC Radio Theatre

(Recorded 15 Nov)

20, December 2009

BBC Radio 3, Jazz Line-Up, 11.30pm

Kevin Le Gendre talks to John Scofield at Southbank Centre’s Queen Elizabeth Hall

(Recorded 13 Nov)

27, December 2009

BBC Radio 3, The Choir, 6.30pm

Gwilym Simcock's choral project at Southbank Centre’s Queen Elizabeth Hall

(Recorded 21 Nov)

27, December 2009

BBC Radio 3, Jazz Line-Up, 11.30pm

Dave Holland, Chris Potter, Jason Moran & Eric Harland: Overtone Quartet at Southbank Centre’s Queen Elizabeth Hall

(Recorded 20 Nov)

JANUARY 2010

10, January 2010

BBC Radio 3, Jazz Line-Up, 11.30pm

Kevin Le Gendre in conversation with pianist and composer Vijay Iyer at Southbank Centre’s Front Room

(Recorded 15 Nov, 2009)

11, January 2010

BBC Radio 3, Jazz on 3, 11.15pm

FLY: Mark Turner, Larry Grenadier, Jeff Ballard at Charlie Wright’s International Bar

(Recorded 21 Nov, 2009)

17, January 2010

BBC Radio 3, Jazz Line-Up, 11.30pm

Julian Joseph talks to saxophonist Branford Marsalis at Southbank Centre’s Front Room

(Recorded 16 Nov, 2009)

24, January 2010

BBC Radio 3, Jazz Line-Up, 11.30pm

Julian Joseph in conversation with vocalist Sheila Jordan at Southbank Centre’s Front Room

(Recorded 19 Nov, 2009)
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